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Grounds on which abortion is permitted: 

To save the life of the woman
Yes*

To preserve physical health
No

To preserve mental health
No

Rape or incest
No

Foetal impairment
No

Economic or social reasons
No

Available on request
No

Additional requirements:
Not applicable.


ADVANCE \d3
* Legal interpretation generally permits this ground.


Government view on fertility level:
Satisfactory

Government intervention concerning fertility level:
No intervention

Government policy on contraceptive use:
Indirect support provided

Percentage of currently married women using

 
modern contraception (aged 15-49):
..

Total fertility rate (1995-2000):
..

Age-specific fertility rate (per 1,000 women aged 15-19, 1995-2000):
..

Government has expressed particular concern about:

Morbidity and mortality resulting from induced abortion
..

Complications of childbearing and childbirth
No

Maternal mortality ratio (per 100,000 live births, 1990):

National 
..

Developed countries
27

Female life expectancy at birth (1995-2000):
..


BACKGROUND

Under Articles 153 and 154 of the Penal Code of San Marino, abortion is generally prohibited.  A woman who procures her own abortion and a person who helps her are subject to imprisonment of the second degree.  A person who performs an abortion on a pregnant woman over twenty-one years old with her consent is subject to the same penalty. The penalty of imprisonment of the third degree is imposed if the woman does not consent to the abortion, if the abortion is performed for economic gain, or if the woman dies or is seriously injured.  A health professional performing an abortion is subject to imprisonment of the third degree as well as suspension from the practice of his or her profession of the fourth degree.  A pregnant woman who because of her honour causes her own abortion or consents to it being caused is subject to imprisonment of the first degree. Nonetheless, under general criminal law principles of necessity, an abortion can be performed to save the life of the pregnant woman.

 When the Penal Code of San Marino was modified in 1974, a proposal was submitted for liberalization of the abortion law, which included six grounds on which abortion would have been permitted.  Following a lengthy discussion, the Government decided to defer modification of the abortion law in order to permit further debate; the two articles on abortion were maintained unaltered. As of 1999, no new law had been enacted.

San Marino, a small enclave within the territory of Italy, relies upon Italy for some functions.  It is therefore likely that women in San Marino desiring an abortion can seek one in neighbouring Italy, which has a more liberal law. The Government reported that it did not wish to modify existing fertility levels. The country is experiencing an ageing population and a decreasing rate of birth. The State provides free health care for all of its 25,000 citizens and residents.

One of the questions raised when the modification of the Penal Code occurred was whether a new abortion law would require new programmes on sex education.  A programme of health education, including sex education, was subsequently implemented; it also includes information on contraceptive use. 
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Source:  Population Policy Data Bank maintained by the Population Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.  For additional sources, see list of references.
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